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OHA Update
COVID-19 has claimed 6 more lives in Oregon, raising the state’s death toll to 44, the
Oregon Health Authority reported at 8 a.m. today.
Oregon Health Authority also reported 83 new cases of COVID-19 as of 8 a.m. today
bringing the state total to 1,321. The new COVID-19 cases reported today are in the
following counties: Clackamas (6), Columbia (1), Curry (1), Deschutes (5), Jackson (4),
Klamath (1), Lane (2), Linn (3), Marion (17), Morrow (2), Multnomah (16), Polk (1),
Tillamook (1), Umatilla (3), Washington (16), and Yamhill (4).
A previously reported Wallowa County case was identified as a Washington State resident,
reducing the Wallowa County case total and the statewide case count by 1. To see more
case and county-level data, Oregon Health updates its website once a day:
www.healthoregon.org/coronavirus.
Oregon’s 39th COVID-19 death is a 74-year-old man in Linn County, who tested positive on
March 22 and died on April 3 at his residence. He had underlying medical conditions.
Oregon’s 40th COVID-19 death is a 97-year-old man in Linn County, who tested positive on
March 15 and died on April 4 at his residence. He had underlying medical conditions.
Oregon’s 41st COVID-19 death is an 87-year-old woman in Multnomah County, who tested
positive on March 28 and died on April 6 at her residence. She had underlying medical
conditions.
Oregon’s 42nd COVID-19 death is a 41-year-old woman in Multnomah County, who tested
positive on April 5 and died on April 8 at Oregon Health and Sciences University. She had
underlying medical conditions.
Oregon’s 43rd COVID-19 death is a 66-year-old man in Multnomah County, who tested
positive on March 31 and died on April 5 at his residence. He had underlying medical
conditions.
Oregon’s 44th COVID-19 death is a 74-year-old man in Benton County, who tested positive
on March 26 and died on April 8 at Good Samaritan Regional Medical Center in Corvallis.
He had underlying medical conditions.

Public Health Update
45 tests have now been completed; 43 negative test results have come back with
2 tests pending.
Turnaround time is 4-5 days for test results.
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Governor Brown Announces Distribution of First
COVID-19 Rapid Testing Instruments in Rural
Oregon
(Portland, OR) — Governor Kate Brown today announced that Oregon has distributed its first Abbott
ID NOW rapid testing instruments to rural Oregon hospitals. The first hospitals to receive the
COVID-19 rapid testing instruments are Curry General Hospital in Curry County, Pioneer Memorial
Hospital in Morrow County, and Lake District Hospital in Lake County.
The point-of-care COVID-19 testing machines are capable of returning positive or negative test
results in minutes. The three hospitals will begin validation testing this week, and rapid testing will
not be immediately available to the public.
“Expanding rapid testing in Oregon is key to ensuring we have the capacity to track and contain new
cases, keep Oregonians healthy and safe, and prevent future outbreaks,” said Governor Brown.
"Rather than taking hours or days to return a test result, these instruments are capable of returning
positive or negative test results in minutes. This capability is especially crucial in our more remote
communities, where rapid testing will help minimize the amount of travel needed for trips to the
doctor’s office.”
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) sent Oregon 15 testing machines, the
same amount of machines that is being sent to all other states, along with a small supply of testing
kits and materials.
“I want to be very clear: the number of testing kits we have received from the federal government for
these new machines does not even come close to approaching the need we have in Oregon right
now," said Governor Brown. "I am committed to working with our federal partners to secure

additional test kits as Abbott and other companies ramp up their production capacity.”
Although Oregon received 15 Abbott ID NOW instruments, the federal government shipped only five
boxes of testing kits with the machines, with 24 tests in each box. Until more Abbott test kits are
secured, the additional rapid testing machines cannot be distributed to priority areas. With limited
supplies, OHA will distribute Abbott ID NOW resources based on the following criteria:
•
•
•
•
•

Areas of the state with no access to COVID-19 testing.
Areas of the state with a limited number of first responders.
Areas of the state where courier services for the state public health lab and commercial labs
are limited or unavailable.
Areas with a high population of older adults and other at-risk groups.
Areas where hospitals or clinics do not already have access to an Abbott ID NOW
instrument.

School Updates
State 4-8-2020
In light of the necessity to continue social distancing measures during the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic, particularly her Stay Home, Save Lives order, Governor Kate Brown announced she
is extending Oregon’s physical closures for the K-12 and post-secondary education systems
through the end of the current academic term and school year. She directed school districts,
community colleges, and universities to complete the final weeks of the regular academic year
by continuing distance learning and support to students.
“We have Oregon’s students at the forefront of every decision we make about education,” said
Governor Brown. “Their health, happiness, and safety is our priority. The best thing we can do
for the health of our children, and for the thousands of educators across the state, is to give
everyone certainty by announcing the decision today to close in-person classes for the
remainder of the school year. School, and learning, will continue as best as we can using
remote means.”
Recognizing that physical closures of schools under unprecedented circumstances impact
Oregon’s high school seniors in particular, the Oregon Department of Education today released
new guidance for pathways for seniors to graduate.
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